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Spring 
Programming:  

Operation Social 
Distance

1. Community Connection
- “You’re not alone!”

2. Social Interaction
- Encouraging ways to connect while apart

3. Encourage Healthy Lifestyle Choices
- Keep moving/Stay active!



Social Distancing Outreach Programs

Buxton Recreation Postcard Campaign
- 443 Letters and Postcards to children and senior citizens

Family Trivia Night- KAHOOT and ZOOM
Online platform where families answered a variety of 
questions about Disney movies.

Galaxie Salsa BINGO Night
Families were sent BINGO cards, and utilized ZOOM to 
interact, hear the numbers being called, and to shout 
BINGO! (All participants received a jar of Salsa from 
Galaxie Salsa)



Social Distancing Outreach Programs Continued

Virtual Fitness Classes featuring local teachers
-Rhonda Davis Cook, Happy Hearts Creative Movement
-Sarah Crosby, Licensed Child Yoga Instructor

United We Step- Fitness Challenge
Participants utilized ‘Strava’, and online fitness 
platform where they could connect with other 
participants in the 3 week online fitness challenge.

EGGcellent Easter Egg Showcase
Families submitted photos of their decorated Easter 
Eggs. All families were entered into a drawing for a 
prize.



Social Distancing Outreach Programs Continued

Over 30 Online Activities and Challenges for families to complete



Town of 
Buxton: 
Parks Impact



July: National 
Parks and 
Recreation 

Month

• Buxton Recreation 
Department’s 
Objectives:

• Highlight Buxton’s 
Parks

• Encourage the use 
of Town Farm Park 
trails



Social Media Parks Campaign



Storyboard 
Walk’s at Town 

Farm Park

Halfway Wild

- Author: Laura Freudig

At One: In a Place Called Maine

- Author: Lynn Plourde

*Both books feature Maine authors

https://www.facebook.com/BuxtonRecreationDepartment/photos/a.975089949226243/3065943300140887/
https://www.facebook.com/BuxtonRecreationDepartment/photos/a.405615576173686/3098155320253018/




Maine Backyard 
Campout Weekend

• State-wide initiative promoted by 
MRPA, geared towards encouraging 
backyard camping.

• Free, local, and easy way to 
get families outside

• Nearly 25 communities throughout 
the state  participated

Buxton Recreation Participation 

108 Registrations

56 Families

https://www.facebook.com/BuxtonRecreationDepartment/photos/a.975089949226243/3001333613268523/


Buxton Recreation Department
2020 Summer Camp Experience

Objectives:

• To offer safe youth enrichment programs to Buxton residents which:

- encourage socialization with peers.

- engage children in physical activity.

- promote creativity through individual and group projects.

- offer space for children to develop independence.

- provide healthy emotional development and support.



Buxton Recreation: 
Summer Programs 
by the numbers…

Outdoor Summer Program

• Back to Nature Camp: 14

• Explorer’s Camp: 13

• Adventure Camp: 9

• Extended Camp Week 1: 24

• Extended Camp Week 2: 18

Mini Camps

• Wildlife Explorer’s Camp: 9

• All Thing’s Art Camp: 7

• Get Active Sport’s Program: 8

• Next Level Sport’s Program: 6

Horsemanship Camp

• Horsemanship Registrations: 11

10 Camps Spanning 8 Weeks

16 Staff Worked 2,320 Hours

119 Registrations

ZERO COVID-19 Cases 



Outdoor Summer Program Logistics
- Drinking water: Shuttled in daily
- Structures: EZ-Ups, tables, benches, and handwashing stations were set 

up and broken down each day
- Sanitization: Port-A-Potty’s, gross motor equipment, playground 

equipment, games, and all above mentioned structures were sanitized 
each morning, and after each use. Rainy days were used as deep 
cleaning opportunities.



Infrastructure 
Continued…



COVID-19 Health and Safety Protocols- Highlights

PPE: Face masks were used when social distancing was not possible
- Exceptions:

- child was engaged in gross motor activity involving                  
heavy breathing
- child was participating in an activity that was 6 feet away 
from other children
- meal time (Children were separated while eating)

Wellness Checks: All staff and children completed a Wellness Check upon 
arrival, which included checking for symptoms, asking about travel history, 
and taking a temperature using a touchless thermometer. 

Handwashing and Sanitization: A hand washing station was set up each day 
to use at the bathrooms. Hand sanitizer was located at each camp, on tables, 
and at check-in.

Cross Contamination: Camps were separated into small cohorts and were 
scheduled to participate in activities away from other camps.



So, what did they do all day?



FISH
(Fresh Idea’s Start Here)

How could this summer have been better?
Consistent Indoor Space

The Outdoor Summer Program either cancelled, or ended the day 
early, due to thunderstorms or extreme heat. 

Transportation

Having a small bus to be able to transport groups of children to other 
Buxton parks would have increased the quality of the program.

- Access to local swimming opportunities

- Change of scenery for the camps (Variety of playgrounds 
and park play. )

- Increase exposure of all Buxton’s parks

- Small, free field trips (Partner with local library’s, Buxton 
farms, and local historical landmarks)



THANK YOU!

Buxton Public Works: Oversaw trash removal and 
worked with the staff regarding field and facility 
maintenance.

Buxton Fire/Rescue: 

• Provided CPR/First Aid Training

• Assisted with purchasing an AED

• A NEW (to us!) Recreation Vehicle

Buxton Recreation Staff: Long hours in the hot sun, 
while keeping a smile on their faces and keeping the 
children in our community safe and happy. THANK 
YOU for your dedication to the families in this fantastic 
town!



Buxton Recreation Department

185 Portland Road

Buxton, Maine 04093

Nicole Welch, Recreation Director: 
nwelch@buxton.me.us

Grace Bibber, Recreation Supervisor: 
gbibber@buxton.me.us

mailto:nwelch@buxton.me.us
mailto:gbibber@buxton.me.us

